
Accessing Oracle 11g from Microsoft SSIS Using  
DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET 

 
This article explains how easy it is to connect to an Oracle 11g server from Microsoft SQL 
Server 2008 Integration Services (SSIS) by using the DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET data 
provider.   

• Choosing the Right Oracle Data Provider for SSIS 

• Installing DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET and Testing Connectivity 

• Configuring for Optimal Performance 

• Creating an SSIS Project and Connecting to Oracle 

• Extracting Data into a Text File 

Choosing the Right Oracle Data Provider for SSIS 

SSIS provides a solid foundation for constructing enterprise-level data integration and 
transformation solutions. It can interact with data in a wide variety of formats and layouts. 
SSIS offers a rich graphical user interface, which often eliminates the need to write copious 
application logic. In fact, many integration projects can be performed without writing a single 
line of code. 

DataDirect’s 100% managed code architecture makes it an ideal data provider to use with 
SSIS packages, which run as managed code. This means there’s no need to install, 
configure, or maintain any additional client-side software such as Oracle’s client libraries. All 
interaction with the database is handled within the CLR (Common Language Runtime), 
leading to better performance, security, and reliability as shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparison of DataDirect 100% Managed Data Providers 
with Database Vendor Data Providers 

 

http://www.datadirect.com/products/net/index.ssp
http://www.datadirect.com/products/net/index.ssp


Installing DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET and Testing Connectivity 

In this simple example, we’ll show how to extract information from the EMP table in the 
‘SCOTT’ schema in an Oracle database, and write it into a text file. To keep things simple, 
we’ll use Oracle’s basic scott/tiger login even though DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET supports 
more sophisticated security technologies such as Kerberos and NTLM. In addition, we’ll use 
only the most basic SSIS workflow capabilities.  

1. Install DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET 
Note: This article was written using version 3.2. If you are using a newer version, you 
can follow these same steps as well.  

Make sure you have administrative privileges on this computer. In addition, before 
installing the DataDirect product, make sure you’re running one of the following 
operating systems: 

• Windows Server 2008 (all Editions) 

• Windows Vista (all Editions) 

• Windows XP Home Edition and Professional 

• Windows Server 2003 (all Editions) 

• Windows 2000 

DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET supports the 32- and 64-bit versions of these 
operating systems. 

If you install DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET before SQL Server and/or Visual Studio, 
you’ll also need to run the Visual Studio Provider Integration Tool, located on the 
DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET menu. This utility updates registry and other settings 
to enable Visual Studio to take full advantage of DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET’s 
capabilities. 

2. Launch Visual Studio. This is where you create and manage SSIS projects. 

3. Test connectivity to Oracle by creating a connection and then retrieving data: 
a. Make sure the Server Explorer is visible (View -> Server Explorer) 
b. On the Tools menu, choose the Connect to Database option. 
c. Fill in details about your Oracle connection. Make sure to select the 

DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET Oracle Data Provider. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2  O F  9  D A T A D I R E C T  T E C H N O L O G I E S   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note that one of the benefits of DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET is that there’s no need to 
install a tnsnames.ora file on the client. 

4. Once you’ve finished entering your connection details, click on the Test Connection 
button to make sure that everything works. After you receive a message that a 
connection has been established, click OK to save the connection.  

5. Expand the Tables entry of your new connection. Right click on the EMP table, and 
choose the Retrieve Data option. This should bring back a number of rows from this 
table. You have many other options here as well; simply right-click on any database 
object to get a full list. 
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Configuring for Optimal Performance 

Coming up with optimal configuration settings for connecting to a powerful database such as 
Oracle can be daunting. To make things easier, DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET offers a 
helpful Performance Tuning Wizard.  

1. To access the Wizard, select the Tools -> DataDirect Technologies -> Run 
DataDirect Performance Tuning Wizard menu option. 

This launches the wizard, which will ask a series of more than two dozen 
performance-related questions, two of which are shown below.  
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Once you reach final page of the wizard, DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET will 
generate the ideal configuration based on the answers you gave as shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creating an SSIS Project and Connecting to Oracle 

1. Create a new project, using the Integration Services Project template. 

2. Make sure the Solution Explorer is visible (View -> Solution Explorer) 

3. Right-click on Data Sources and choose the New Data Source option. 

4. Click the New button in the Data Source Wizard, then select the Data Direct Oracle 
Data Provider from the .Net Providers folder as shown below. 
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5. Fill in the details about your connection, just as you did when testing the connection 
in a previous step. Test the connection to make sure your settings were entered 
correctly. 

6. Provide a meaningful name for your connection, and finish the Data Source Wizard. 

7. Click on the Control Flow tab. 

8. Right click in the Connection Managers section of the screen, and choose the New 
Connection for Data Source… option. 

9. Select the connection you created in step 5 above. 

10. Switch to the Data Flow tab, and click on the link in the middle of the screen.  

11. Click on the ADO NET Source from the Data Flow Sources section of the toolbox, 
and drag it into the middle of the screen. 

12. Double-click on the ADO NET source. This brings up a dialog box where we’ll select 
the EMP table from Oracle. 

13. Select the connection manager you created earlier. 

14. Choose the Table or View data access mode, and select the “SCOTT”.”EMP” 
entry. Depending on whether you saved your security settings earlier, this may 
require a fresh login to the Oracle database.  
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15. Once you’ve connected to the database, click Preview to get a sneak peek at your 
data. 

16. Click OK to finish saving your preferred table settings. 

Extracting Data into a Text File 

1. Click on the Flat File Destination from the Data Flow Destinations section of the 
toolbox, and drag it into the middle of the screen. 

2. Click on the ADO NET Source graphic, and drag a green line to the Flat File 
Destination. This connects Oracle with the flat file. 

3. Double-click on the Flat File Destination and configure your desired output settings, 
including file name, directory, and column mappings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. You can now test your project by clicking on the green Start Debugging icon at the 
top of the screen. If everything is configured correctly, you should receive a message 
stating that the project ran successfully as shown below. 
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You should also now have a text file containing Oracle data as shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready to try DataDirect Connect for ADO.NET with SSIS? Download a trial today or call 
1-800-876-3101 to speak with an account executive. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

800-876-3101 
 

Worldwide Sales 

Belgium (French) ..............0800 12 045 
Belgium (Dutch)................0800 12 046 
France .............................0800 911 454 
Germany .....................0800 181 78 76 
Japan ..............................0120.20.9613 
Netherlands ..................0800 022 0524 
United Kingdom ..........0800 169 19 07 
United States..................800 876 3101 
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DataDirect Technologies is the software industry's only 
comprehensive provider of software for connecting the world’s 
most critical business applications to data and services, running 
on any platform, using proven and emerging standards. 
Developers worldwide depend on DataDirect® products to 
connect their applications to an unparalleled range of data 
sources using standards-based interfaces such as ODBC, 
JDBC™ and ADO.NET, XQuery and SOAP. More than 300 
leading independent software vendors and thousands of 
enterprises rely on DataDirect Technologies to simplify and 
streamline data connectivity for distributed systems and to 
reduce the complexity of mainframe integration. DataDirect 
Technologies is an operating company of Progress Software 
Corporation (Nasdaq: PRGS).  

www.datadirect.com 
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